
What	  is	  PirateBox?	  
Remember time capsules? Often a shoebox filled with assorted items, 
buried in a known and accessible place. A PirateBox can be considered  
a digital time capsule.1 Only instead of being in the ground  
it is available via wi-fi. 

   
And instead of assorted items that may tell future generations about  
our time, we can have files (images, text, video, audio) that  
we want to share with students in class. 
 
In other words it is a wireless network that students can  
connect to anonymously.2 
 

David Darts created PirateBox in 2011 as a way to share  
files with his students. It has since been used by -  
“musicians to share their music at festivals and gigs”  
“emergency response workers and volunteers who publish local first aid 
information and community updates” 
“conference organizers to distribute conference materials and to provide 
local wireless commenting during presentations” 
“coworkers collaborating on projects” 
“librarians and writers to collect, store, and distribute electronic texts”3 

Ahoy	  (Further	  informa7on	  &	  acknowledgements)	  
You can read a bit about customising your PirateBox on your handout and/or from my blog post -  
Cutting your PirateBox jib [http://eflnotes.wordpress.com/2014/09/12/cutting-your-piratebox-jib/]. 
 
Many thanks to David Darts, Matthias Strubel, Jochen Ruehl and others for their work on PirateBox. 
Many thanks also to Kevin Stein for initial review of this poster. 
 
Jammin printer image from http://static.lolyard.com/lol/bob-marley-printer.jpg. 
This poster adapted from templates provided at http://colinpurrington.com/tips/academic/posterdesign. 

Why	  use	  PirateBox?	  
Want to avoid the annoying colleague who is photocopying the Amazon  
rainforest? How about wanting to use a text that emerged Dogme-like  
in class? Or imagine the internet facilities at your place have  
decided to invite the connection gremlins to party? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you want to save on preparation time (& what teacher doesn’t!?)  
PirateBox can help you do this. 
 

Soapbox	  )me	  
In these ever more digital times how can we as teachers  
weigh up the benefits and risks of signing up to corporate  
digital tools such as Dropbox, Google documents etc? Are we doing  
students a disservice if we are asking them to sign up  
to such services not knowing really what these companies will do  
with their data? Since PirateBox is offline, anonoymous and open, such 
concerns are one less thing for us teachers to worry about. 
 
As with any technology there is a learning curve and limitations  
though in the case of PirateBox these are more than compensated for  
by its many benefits. 

How	  to	  use	  Piratebox.	  
PirateBox can be set-up on laptops, usb keys, wireless routers,  
Raspberry Pi, Android mobile phones. 
 

PirateBox	  for	  Android	  
1. Your Android phone must be rooted4. 
2. Go to Google Play store – download and install PirateBox program. 
3. Profit! 
 

Try	  it	  out	  
1. Swipe open the attached ipod. 
2. Connect to the wi-fi access point called english.box. 
3. Open the web browser with address english.box. 
4. Profit! 
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Upper	  screen	  view	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Lower	  screen	  view 	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  File	  directory	  view	  
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All	  hands	  hoay!	  
I	  have	  yet	  to	  find	  a	  good	  use	  for	  the	  chatbox	  feature	  so	  do	  please	  help	  me	  out	  by	  
uploading	  some	  sugges)ons	  to	  the	  EnglishBox.	  A	  hearty thanks! 

Shiver	  me	  7mbers,	  PirateBox	  in	  class.	  

Muralee	  Navaratnam	  
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Ceci	  n’est	  pas	  un	  pirate	  


